N ſort of the Imitation of 7 4 i. = 


— 


Preach'd before the 


1 Aug. 25 170 


By 2 R F C HA R D- 5 E, Prebendary of 


Glouceſter, and Rector df Blaby in Leiceſterſhire. | 


Publiſhed by Ver Pajeſtles Eſpecial Command. | 


— 


7 . 
| LG :- | 
Printed by T. W. for Thomas Bennet, at the Half-] | 
Moon in St. Paul's Church-Yard, 1704. 


bY 0 | 


3 | - | — — vw 
3 . — . A —_ —_—— - 


_ F A - 
* P * _— ah 
2 _——_ * _ "= x tay % Ek 
2 1 8 a. * a ” oY - - 8 
5 * ? * 0 — 2 e ti. ar ent — 
* | 


8ER M O N 


** νrαν 


„ 
+ Vi 
KY 


1 I john ii. 6. 
Hie that ſayeth he abideth in Him, ought 
Himſelf alſo fo to Walk, even as He 
als d. 


N the two foregoing Verſes, we find the A- 

poſtle taking great care to inform us right- 
ly wherein the ſaving Knowledge and True 

Love of Chriſt do conſiſt, namely in the Keep- 
ng of his Commandments; and to prevent all 
Miſtakes in Duties ſo important and fo neceſ- 
ary, peremptorily declaring all other pretences 
o Divine Love of Faith, except Obedience on- 
ly, to be falſe and vain. He that ſaith, I ht . 
Hm, and keepeth not His Commandments, is a Lyar, 11 
ond the Truth is not in him. But whoſo keepeth his 
Word, in Him verily is the Love of God perfected. 
That is, let Our pretences to Faith be never ſo 
high, and Our Expreſſions of Love to God and 
Chriſt never ſo Tender and Affectionate, never 
ſo full of Warmth, and Zeal, and Rapture, yet 
without a ready and cheerful Compliance with 
the whole reveal'd Will of God, a Dutiful and 
Conſcientious Obſervance of all His Holy Laws, 
they are nothing elſe but Impoſture and Deceit, 
and Damnable Hypocriſy. He proceeds, in 
the words of the Text, farther to ſhew, that 
the Intimate Union with Chriſt, that ſome in His 
| 4 3 
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time made their boaſt of, and which has in a 
ſucceeding, Ages, and particularly Our Oun, Ml «2 
; ; 2 

been pretended to, if unaccompany d with Try, 


and 

Holineſs, ſuch a Sanctity of Life as Chriſt Em. me 
ſelf, witch whom they would be thought ſo h. T. 
timate, was the great Pattern of, is highly Pre. ub 
ſumptuous and Vain alſo. That the Man tu: Vi 
talks never ſo much of getting Chriſt, of Lia, Pr. 
upon Chriſt, and Rolling upon Chriſt , of beg 1 
Chriſt, (abiding in Him, as it is here expreſ'd ) ne 
without Imitating Chriſt, with all his Reſting, MM (hi 
and Recumbency, and Indwelling, or whatever in 
other Fanciful, Affected, Enthufiaſtick Strain; eve 
he may pleaſe himſelf with, or impoſe uponC- o 
thers by, is a Lyar too, and the Truth i not che 
Him. But, He that faith He abideth in Him, to Gt 
make good what he ſays, ought Fimpelf aß fs 
to Walk, even as he Walked. So that in ſhort, We Ml by 
have this as the Determination of Him, ub «cl: 
was The Beloyd Diſciple ; that to love Jeſus is toe. 
Obey His Commands ; of Him, that was ad- 7 
mitted into Jeſus s Boſom ; that to abide in HH 
is to follow His Example. Having juſt before tt 
ſhewn, chat the higheſt Affection that We can »4 
exprels to Him, is to Keep His Words, He immed - % 
ately teaches, chat the cloſeſt Union We can have I K 
with Him is to imitate His Deeds. And indeed Ml 4 
this will come to the ſame thing. For our Ble“ (cr 
ied Maſter's Words were expreſs d in, His Deeds. N v! 


Jovi. 46. 


He did not only ſpeak ſo as ne yer any, Mau jp, 
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but livd fo as never any Man liv'd. E it 
was that made him Teach as one having Authority, a Mat, vii. 


Wn. 

WM not as the Scribes. Whom tho' He Com- 

m. manded his Hearers to Obey in what they 

1. WM Tanghc, yet he warn d 'em not to imitate in 
bie. chat chey Practis'd, becauſe they ſaid but did not. att. 
thi MW Whereas on the contrary He was as Powerful a *:. 
„ Preacher of Righteouſneſs in every Action of 
ns moſt Holy Life, as in his moſt divine Ser 

d. non upon the Mount. For if we take the mol 

ing, ſhort and tranſient view of the F «in Beautirndes 
ver in That Heavenly Diſcourſe, hall we not find 

ains every one of them in a moſt Eminent degree 

10. cobclong to the divine Perſon that pronounc d 

ug chem? ſhall not we at firſt glance perceive every 

to Ml Grace that he recommends to his Followers, by 
lis Lively Word, moſt conſpicuouſly ſet forth 

We MW by Himſelf in his: Living Example! 2 Dos He 

cho! cli Us, B Bleſſed are the Poor in Spirit? Who then Matt, — 3. 
sto] erer had a juſter Title to Bleſſedneſs than He, 

ad- bs being in = form of God, thought it no Robbery 

u be equal with God, but in. ide 221 . of n9 Neue Phil. 
ore kation, and took p01 Hun the e for WH of a Servant, ana 1 7 


can vas made in the likeneſs of Men, and being found 7 0 
di- faſhion as a Man he humbled Fife fand became O- 
are dent unto Death, even the Death of the Croſs? | 
eed WM be they Bleſſed that Mauri? Who chen ever de- Matt, . 
le- eerv'd Bleding in a Highcr degree than He ? 
ds. choſe whole Life made good th ic Character by 


Ke, which he was ſo Remarkably diftinguifſy dand 
| foretoid 
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foretold by the Evangelical Prophet, 4 Men if 
I Lin. 3. Sorrow and acquainted with Grief * Is Bleſſedre); 
Nat. v. . hronounc d to the Meek * And was ever Meckne;; 
like His, who was Oppreſs'd and Afifted, yet Hi. 
pen d not his Mouth, who was brought as a Lamb i; 


Il. Li. 7. he Slaughter, and as a Sheep before her Shearer «, | 


Dutt. ai. Dumb, ſo be open'd not bis Mouth: Who Com. 
t manded us for the ſake of this particular Gract 

to learn of Him, Learn of me for I am Miel. Ar: 
Matt. 5. They Bleſſed, That hunger and thirſt after Righteo!« 
Jo. iv. 34.71% ? How Bleſſed then was He, whoſe Meat t. 

was to do the Will of Him that ſent hi, and to foi) 
Matt. v. 7. hs Work * Do's it follow, Bleſſed are the Merciful 
Bleſſed then certainly above all Others was the 
moſt Compaſſionate Jeſus, whoſe whole Life was 
made up of Inſtances of Commiſeration, and 
Pity, But his Death more eſpecially, wherein 
He ſo above meaſure approv d Himſelf, what 
he is Stil d by the Apoſtle, 4Merciful High Prieſt) 
So Merciful, that rather than We ſhould periſh, 
he was content not only to be the Prieſt, but 
the Sacrifice too! Did He ſay, Bleſſed are the 


Heb, Xi. 
* 1 


Matt. v. 8. Pure in Heart > And was ever any Innocence or 


Purity like His? A Purity that could bear the 

Job. xy. ſevereſt Teſt of Gods own Eyes, in whoſe ſight 
159 even the Heavens themſelves are not Clean. But 
Heb. xi. He was Pure even as God is Pure, and throug} 
'* the. Eternal Spirit offered Himſelf without Spot to 
Mar Cod. Did He Teach us, Bleſſed are the Peace- 
makers * Then certainly Bleſſed above all that 
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were ever bleſt, was the Only Reconciler be- 
green Heaven and Earth, the great Peace-ma- 
ker between God and Man, The Prince of Peace. 
Laſtly, is there a Bleſſing pronounc'd to them, If ix. 6. 
that are perſecuted for Righteouſneſs ſake > This Mat. v 
Bleſſing certainly in its higheſt Degree muſt be 
allow d to belong to Him, whoſe whole Life 
ind Death , from the ſordid Manger to the 
Bloody Croſs, were taken up in Suffering all 
kvil, and doing all Good, in being Unrighte- 


—— 


ouſly perſecuted for Fulfilling all Righteouſneſs, Rer. v. 
Worthy in the Lamb that was ſlain to receive Pomer, 
nd Riches, and Wiſdom, and Strength, and Ho- 

ur, and Glory, and Bleſſing. 


Thus we ſee that our Bleſſed Saviour, Wor-: 


thy above all to be fo call'd, did not only In- 
ſtruct us by His Doctrine, but lead us by His Ex- 
imple, did not only point out to us the Way 
wherein we ſhould walk, but trod it before us. 
He enjoins us no Hardſhips but what He Him- 
elk underwent , engages us in no Difficulties 
but what He Himſelf choſe to encounter, and 
n His Own Perſon ſhew'd us both That they - 
were, and How they were to be Overcome, 

It is recorded to the great Honour of Ceſar, that 
His Word of Command to his Soldiers was ne- 
per Ite, but Venite, not March, but Follow. 
Much more Heroical, or rather Divine, be- 
auſe in a much more difficult, as well as Glo- 
nous Warfare, is the Voice of our great Leader, 


Takes 
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Sic, = 1% your Croſs and follow me. Tell any 0 


Heb, i ils 


10. 


Jo. Xxvi. 
23. 


f nels in the Life of our Bleſſed Lord. 


through Sufferings, and to every one that has li. 
ſted himſelf to fight under his Banners, if they 


enlivens them with His Own Victory; B. 5 
S good Cheer, for T have overcome the World. What 


to follow His Steps? and what 1 Reward 
for ſo doing can We, on this Ir 


of Glory hereafter, from Him Our Head. 


His Soldiers ſhould Fear or Faint, the Con 
our Salvation would Himſelf be 6ſt made pe) 0 


flirink or fall Io His Bloody Conflict withf 
Sin and Death cries jo \ Tenave Venire Tt Chi. 
{tus non Je jubet, and He Himſelf animates and 


greater Encouragement than This can tlicte b 


e Heaven, de- 
fire than This Aſſurance , that as long as ji; 
walk as He walked we abide in Him? are ſo U- 
nited to Him as Living Members of His hy. 
{tical Body, as to be capable of receiving the 
Influences of Grace here, and Participatio 


I. I ſhall therefore, Firſt briefly propoſe to 
pou this perfect Pattern of all Holineſs. 

II. Secondly excite you by the moſt prevai 
ing Arguments I can think of , to endeavor: 
ſtudiouſſy to Copy it out in your Liver and 
Converſations. 

I. Firſt then, give me leave to lay befor: 
you the great and perfect Pattern of all Hol 


It was a bright Imagination of one of che 


Divineſt Writers among the Heathens, 7 ha: ! 
- Yurut 
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Virtue could put on a Humane Shape, and 
preſent it ſelf Viſible to Mortal Eyes, the per- 
fect Beauty of it would raviſh all Beholders, 
would every way diffuſe incredible Delight, 
and kindle inextinguiſhable Love. This fup- 
poſition, that was bur a flight of Fancy in che 
Philolopher , was in ſome Senſe really made 
good in Our Bleſſed Saviour, God manifeſt in the 
Feſh, For when the Word was made Fleſh, and je. i. u 
dwelt among us, and Men beheld his Glory as of the 
Only Begotten of the Father, full of Grace and Truth; 
Then did all Vertue, and Sanctiry, and Good- 
nels moſt conſpicuoully {hine forth and preſent 
themſelves as it were, to Humane View, Viſi- 
ble and Alive in His Divine Perſon. His was 
the Holieſt Life that ever was led upon Earth, 
13 Holy as could be deſir'd, even by God Him- 
ſelf, for it was the Exact and Adæquate per- 
ſormance of His whole Will, the ſtrict Obſer- 
vances of every one of His Laws, the Fulfilling 
of Righteouſneſs. A Life able to teach us the 
Higheſt Perfections of Sanctity, but in Inſtan- 
ces agreeable to Our Reaſon, and ſuitable te 
Our Strength, Eaſy, and Natural, and Fami- 
liar. A Life made up of Excellencies fo Di- 
vine, and Condeſcentions ſo Humane, as at * 
once Excite our Wonder, and Enforce our 
Love, and Invite our Imitations. | 

I: were endleſs to run through all the Parti- 
culars of it, and to ſhew d:itinctly in how great 
B Per- 
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thuſiaſm in the One, or Scrupulouſneſs, or Su- 


F Pet. ii. 


Will, and alſo in the Outward and Circumſtan— 
tial Expreſſions of it, in the Exteriour Duties of 
Religion, and the Publick Worſhip of Cod; 


Eſſential Part of it, We know that all true Pie. 


| Perfection he fulfill'd Every Duty relating e. _ 


ther to God, Our Neighbour, or Our Selves,| 
ſhall but briefly touch upon the Chief Head; 
of Each. T EE. 

He was the moſt Exalted Pattern of Piet 
towards God, that ever was ſeen in the World | 
and that both in the Inward and Eflential Par: 
of it, which conſiſts in Knowledge, and Lose, 


and Submiſſion, and Reſignation to the Divine 


Wichour the leaſt Mixture of Coldneſs, or En- 


perſtition in the Other. 
Firſt, As to what concerns the Inward and 


ty is founded upon Faith. Faith is the firſt Ray 
ot that Divine Brightneſs that is kindled in Cuff 
Hearts by Him, who has call'd Us out of Darkneſs" 
into his Marvellous Light. And if Our BleſſedW-c2! 


Saviour had not This, it was becauſe Faich, cho His 


1 Cor. 
Xiii. 12. 


Jo. vi. 46. 


che Higheſt Perfection of a Chriſtian, had becn an Crie 
Imperfection in Chriſt ; who wanted not to B- ent 
lieve, becauſe He Knew the Father. And Täg e! 
His Knowledge was Immediate Intuition, and wher 
Unclouded Viſion, whereas the Faith of the moſt Boo 
Enlighten'd Saint ſees but as through a Glaſs dar“ 
No Man has ſeen the Father, fave He which « DO 
Gol, Fe has ſeen the Father, St. Paul himfelfM'cre! 


even buff Cr 


"befor he QUEEN. T 9 
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even an. he had been 0 up into the third ? N. 


Heaven profeſles but to Rio in Part. But our! 1 


$viour actually poſſeſs'd here what his Apoſtle 


only aſpir d to hereafter, Th Know even as a Lie bid. 
vas Known, For thus he tells us of himſel If, A 


the Father knoweth Me even ſo mop T the F. cher. 

Every Grace therefore, that among Men flows 
from imperfect Belief; muſt be concluded to 
have been in an infinitely oreater meaſure and 
higher Degree in Him, who was fill'd with Per- 
c Knowledge. And yet wemuſt Obſerve that 
s Faith, properly ſpeaking, was not in Chriſt, 

0 6 could Repentance, the Ocher great 
Chriſtian Duty be, becauſe in Him, Who had 
no Sin, there was no matter ſor it to be Ex- 
erciz dupon : As His knowledge excluded Faith, 

0 His Innocence left no Room tor Repen- 
ance. Yet even this Virtue, tho' properly it 
cannot be ſaid to have been in Him, We may 
Learn from Him. For tho He ud no Sins of 
His Own , yet for Ours He was ſufficiently 
Griev d, ſurely Contrition enough He under- 


X111. I 2. 


1%. 


went R550 He was brut is d for the Iniquities of lis aff, Li. Li. 


when he Struggled with that bitter Agony, 
wherein his Body Sweat monſtrous drops Ot 


Blood, and His Soul was exceeding Sorrowful even Matt, 


into Death. Having taken our Tr anſgreſſions 


% pon Him. He willingly ſubmitted to the ſe- 


yereſt Puniſhment of chem; And to be willing to 


luffer for Sin 1 is a very g W Degree, but to be 
2 able 
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in their Stead : Becauſe He was much mor 


Heb. xi. 1. 


than a Penitent, as ſatisfaction for the Iniqui 


able to ſatisfy for it is a much greater, Even che 
Top and Perfection of Repentance. But th 
allo he for Us perform'd, and pay d even tg 
the uttermoſt Farthing the Immenſe Debt du; 
from Our Sins to His Fathers Juſtice. 

So that if the Two Chief Chriſtian Dutic; 
Faith and Repentance were not found in Chiif 
ic was becauſe He had ſomething Analogou 
to Both, but much more Excellent than Eithe 


than a Believer or a Penitent; As much mor 
than a Believer, as Viſion is more Excellen 
than the Evidence of Things not ſeen; as much mor 


ties of a whole World exceeds the Sorrow for 
Mans own Sin. 3 
The Love of God, in us, is the immediate an 


genuine Effect of Faith, and Generally propo may ! 


tionable to the Light of Our Belief is the Warm, 
of Our Affection. But the Love of God uh p, 
was in Chriſt, as. it flow'd from a much Noble ind ! 
Principle; ſo queſtionleſs it roſe a much greatYe;£; 

height, and left infinitely below it in all that ue, 


ever call'd by that Name among the Sons Met as 


ciful People pretend to, and would have 


Men. But yet we find nothing in it like tho 
Tranſports of Paſſion, thoſe Extravagant Ragſp, 
tures and Exſtacies which ſome Warm and Fa 


„oule 


Love of God to conſiſt in. We here nothiqq cla. 
from Him like thoſe Wild Expreſſions, theme; 
DS ood ne 3 ——— U i 17 
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che lawarrantable, if not Impious Flights, that 
th: Myſtical Writers affect and delight in, of being 


ſealbw d up, and United by Love to the Divine 
Eſſence , and Transfus'd into God. No; The 
Love of God being the great Duty, to which 


ac; i! Mankind, as well the Simple and the Mean, 


hr tif -; che Learned and the Great, are Equally and 
gouF1adiſpenſibly oblig'd, witt: what Wiſdom, and 
che weerneſs and Conde! nfion did he Temper it 


mort 
mort 
ellen 


ſor Our Sake? That ir night be Imicable and 
Faly to all both is undcritind and Practiſe, in 
what A Plain x7 Thitructive tlanner did he 


mor chooſe ro W | vilible to the World ? 
” Wherein dio {.yve to the Father ſhow it 
for 


elf, but in Trac, whercin He would have His 
Diſciples Love to Himſelf be likewiſe ſeen, in 
Keeping his Commandments ? That the World jo. ur. 
po y bnow that T love the Father, as the Father gave": 
nge Commandment, fo I do. | 

whic Prayer is an Excellent Expreſſion of Faith 
obiW:nd Love, and the Means alio of procuring 
reuſſerery other Grace, and Chriſt therefore Him- 
elt, rho' He had the fulneſs of all Grace in Him, 
Jet as if he ſtill wanted freſh Supplies of it, was, 


e an 


thotor Our Example, ſometimes whole Nights my, i. 
Rape. But the Fervor which is the Life of» 
Fa 


his Duty He ſhew d us to conſiſt, not, as ſome 
rould have itz in Frantic Geſtures, or Paſſionate 
Exclamations, not in a Flow of Words, or Ve- 
emence of Expreſſion, but in Elevation of 
— Heart 
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Heart, and Earneſtneſs of Deſire, accompany'; 
with loweſt Humility of Mind, and entire Re. 
ſignation of Spirit. Every Prayer that hat} 
theſe Ingredients is a Fervent Prayer, let the 
Words be never fo Sedate or Few, the Behaviour 
never ſo compos d or quiet. So much we learn 
both by that Abſolute Form which He taugh; 
His Diſciples, and by That Prayer alſo which "gh 
Himſelf made uſe of not long before His Cruc 
fixion. The firſt of theſe, tho' full of Admi 
rable and Divine Senſe, containing in it w har 
ever is fit for us to ask of God, both for Ou; 
Souls and Bodies, yet is compris d in a ve 
few, and thoſe very ſhort Petitions, Breathin; 
forth nothing but Meekneſs and Calmnels an 
Submiſſion every way ſuitable to the Temper 

of its Author. As for the Other, Tho' co 
tainly our Lord's Affections were never mor 
mov d, than in that his moſt Doleful Agony 

Luk, xi. cho he never pray d more Earneſtly than on tha 
* Occalion, yet theſe Few, Meek, and Gentle Wordt 
are all that ſo much Concern Extorted fron 

Luk. xii. Him; Father, if Thou be Willing, remove this C. 
from mne; Nevertheleſs, not my Will, but Thine be Doi | 
Secondly, If we confider Our Lord's Exam diffe 

ple, in His Outward Expreſſions of Religion 

and the Ceremonial Part of God's Worſhip, : 

it was then in Uſe in the Jewiſh Churcii, \ 
{hall find nothing in his Behaviour, but Obe 
dience and Conformity. 


Tho 


before the QU E E N. 13 


oy Tho? one great End of His coming, was to 
he ake away the Ceremonial Part of the Law of 
4 Miſes, yet, as long as it was to laſt, how care- 
ce al was He to prelerve in it Decency and Or- 
* der! How readily in the meantime did He com- 
. Mev with all Indifferent and Harmleſs Rites ! 
Ihe Much more Thoſe that were Inſtructive and 
bi Sonificant ! He celebrated the Paſſover but an 


Hour before He Subſtituted His Holy Supper in 

ts Place: He obſerv'd all the Feſtivals of the 
Church, not only thoſe that were of Divine 
lppointment, but the Feaſt of the Declaration it Jo. x. 22. 
If, a Feaſt purely of Human Inſtitution, and 
o Older than Judas Maccabæus. It was ſufficient I Maccab: 
o Him that it was ordain'd by the Church, off 
rhich He was then a Member, nor did He take 

pon him to queſtion Her Authority in ſo In- 
ocent a Rite. And what He practis'd Himſelf, 

e expreſly commanded His Diſciples to Imirate. | 

he Scribes and Phariſees, ſays He, fit in Moſes's Mate. 
ut, all therefore whatſoever they bid you obſerve, © 
ut obſerve and do. Which, by the way, is an 
nanſwerable Authority for che Churches Right 
Ordering Matters of Ceremony and Things 
different. For ſurely the Jeiſh Church was g 
that time Corrupt enough to be denied that aA 
Fivilege, if it were ever fit that ſuch a Privi- 
ge ſhould be denv'd the Church. And if 
iriſt thus Taught and Practis'd Obedience to 
Corrupt Church, what muſt be thought of 


Thole. 
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Matt, rather than refuſe Tribute in His Own Perſon pr Dt 
5% He put Himſelf to the Expence of a Miracle iÞnolt 
pay it. | ire © 


Thoſe who Refuſe it to a Pure one 2 If He ſab. 
mitted to all the Fewiſh Rites, ſo Numerous, {; 
Dark, and ſo Burdenſome, what can they plead 
in their Excuſe, who diſdain to comply wich 
the Ceremonies of Our Church, fo Few, to Ra. 
tional, and ſo Decent > They muſt not, they! 
cannot juſtly, take it ill to be told, that hoy. 
ever they may Flatter themſelves, They db u; 
| abide in Chriſt, becauſe they do nit Walk as N 
Walk'd. C 
Now was our Saviour's Obedience to the C. 
vil Government under which He liv d, leſs re. 
markable, or Inſtructive. How Careful was 
He to maintain the Peace of it! How readyt 
pay all the Duties of a Subject to it | How [n- 
nocent was He of that Lying Accuſation brought 
Lake xxii againſt Him, of perverting the Nation, forbiddny 
22 to give Tribute to Ceſar, and ſaying that He was Hun. 
ſelf a Ring! Quite contrary, He fled from be- 
0. vi. 16. ing made a King, and him Himſelf from the 
Multitude that would have forc'd Him to it 


„% are Caſars ſhould be render d to Ceſar, as Conſcien. 


1 


And as He pay'd to God and the Powers tes 
dain'd by Him the moſt Entire Obedience, ſ act 
He Exercis d over Himſelf the moſt Abſolut ¶noſt 
= Com · ¶ em 
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b. Command. The Regulating of Our Paſſions 
{MW :ight is the Ground of all, or moſt of the Du- 
cad tes relating to Ourſelves; and Our Saviour 
vas undoubredly the moſt perfect Maſter of 
2 Theſe that ever the World knew. Not the 
hey MY hardeſt Uſage, nor the ſevereſt Tryals could e- 
ni. ver diſcompoſe the Evenneſs of his Mind; but 
nas He perform'd the beſt Works without the 
HW caſt Pride or Vain Glory, fo He endur'd the 
worſt Accidents, to which Human Nature is 
C. Subject without the leaſt Murmuring or Com- 
re- Nplaint. He expreſs d indeed Human Aﬀections 
waWupon ſeveral Occaſions; He was ſeen to be 
yroſAngry, and to Grieve, and to Piry, and to- 
In. N Weep ; Elſe He had not been a Man, He had 
gh not truly aſſum'd Our Nature if He had not 
aken theſe Paſſions along with it. But He 
Mus'd them as Servants only to Virtue and In- 
tuments of Piety, nor ever ſuffer d them to 


ur but in Stricteſt Obedience to Reaſon. They 


were never Exercis d but upon a Right Object, 
tha or ever Exceeded a juſt Degree, ſo that they 
ien · Never caus'd any ſuch diſturbance in Him, as 
andſÞvas contrary to Religion or Offenſive ro God, 


bor Deſtructive of His own Peace, when he ſeem d 
oſt mov'd He was in better Temper than We 
ire at Our Prayers! All His Natural Appe- 
tes were under the ſame Command, and the 
xa&t Regulation of Them alſo made Him the 
blur: noſt perfect Example of Chaſtity, Sobriety, 
om · Femperance, neglect of Worldly things, Con- 
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tempt of Riches and Vain applauſe of Men, in 


every thing ſeeking not His own but His Fathers 0 
Glory. 8 5 
As to the Duties relating to Our Neighbour + 


| however they may be by {ome neglected, and * 


Luk. x. 
27 


even Deſpis'd and Villify'd as meer Heathen Ver i 
| N g 0 
tues, yet Our Bleſſed Saviour laid almoſt :; 


great Streſs upon Them, as even on Thoſe which . 
we are oblig' d to pay to- God Himſelf. All thek a 
Duties are ſumm'd up in that Great and Com- a 
prehenſive Precept of Loving Our Neighbour a 40 


Our Selves. But Our Saviour Taught This in 
a much more lively manner by His Doing, tha ve. 


Speaking, nay far exceeded His Precept by H bre 


Act. x. 


lous Encreaſe of Bread, or giving Eyes to th 


Practice. To Love Our Neighbour as our Selve;, 
was the higheſt that He commanded Us, bull 1. 
He Lov d Us much more than Himſelf, for He f 
freely gave Himſelf for Us! To be Buffetted, ad 
Spit upon, and Revild, and Murder'd , anJ 1x. 
made a Curſe in Our Stead! But before that 


through the whole Courſe of His Life, whic - 
He only prolong 'd to furniſh Us with the mor 
Examples of Goodneſs ; what was His continu; 
Employment, but Works of Beneficence, an = 
Mercy, and Charity! How did He go about d * 
ung Good: Ever engag'd in Offices becoming thi . 
Saviour of Mankind! Either delivering tro 4 


the Power of the Devil, thoſe that were pol 
leſs d with Unclean and Tormenting Spirits, d 10 
refreſhing the Hungry Multitude with a Mirac! 
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b u Blind, or Feet to the Lame, or Hess to the 
Deaf, or Speech to the Dumb, or Sinews to the 
Paralytick, or Life to the Dead ! And if we 
'Y conſider not only the Works themſelves that He 
did, but the manner in which He did them; 

how free from Oſtentation or Vanity, with how 
much Condeſcention, and Aﬀability, and Meck- 
neſs, and Patience, 410 Perſeverance, if we 

are not more obſtinate than cheJowsthemſelves, 
we muſt needs cry out as they were forc'd to 


confeſs, that His was 2 Life made up of all the37: 
Vertues and Graces, that were ever ſcatter'd a 
broad ſeverally and thinly among the beſt ot 
Men, or that ever were requir'd even by God 
Himſelf A Life of Niceſt Juſtice, and Strict- 
eſt Temperance, and Angelical Chaſtity, of Pro- 
foundeſt Humility, and Invincible Patience, of 
Higheſt Devotion and moſt Enlarg'd Benefi- 
cence, burning ever with Zeal towards God, 


* and Charity towards Men 

"I This is a ſhort, and that too but a very faint 
_ ind imperfect Draught of the great Pattern ſer 
by Us by Our Lord, which tho' capable of it felt, 


by 6 bare propoſal of it, to enflame Us with 
2 deſire of Imitation, yet to aſſiſt You in it, an 
to raiſe the more Your deſires, and Fires age 
Vour Endeavour to tranſcribe ſo divine a Copy, 
[ ſhall now proceed. 

Il. In the Second Place, to offer ſuch Argu- 
ments as the Time and Your Patience will ad- 


do, He has done all Things well | We muſt needs zur t. 


* 
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And here we may obſerve, Firſt, That Examples, 
in general, even of Men like Our Selves have, 
with great Reaſon, ever been accounted more 
forcible than Commands to ſtir us up to all 


great and generous Undertakings. They come 


nearer to Us, fall more directly upon Ou: 
Senſes, and being Particular Facts are much 
more powerful to Excite Us than General No. 
tions can poſſibly be. The force of Example 
Overcomes our Fears, and makes things Eaſy 
and Familiar, by being reduc'd into Practice, 
which in the Precept, and at firſt hearing ſcem' 
Difficult and Terrible. Nor does it remove Our 
Fears only but our Pretences and Excuſes too, the 
moſt Uſual and the moſt Fatal of which is the Im- 
poſſibility of Our Duty, We firſt pronounce the 
Command grievous and impracticable, and then 
abſol ve Our Selves from Obeying it. But God 
has abundantly provided againſt this floathful 
Objection, by raiſing up in every Age of his 
Church {o many Heroick Patterns of Faith and 
Obedience. There is no part of Our Duty 
but has been fo exactly perform'd by ſome or 
other of His Saints, that there is no Room leſt 


for deſpair but that, by the ſame Aſſiſtance of 


Grace, which was afforded Them, and which 


God is ready upon our Prayers to vouchſafe to 


Us, We allo may be able to perform the like 

Even theſe WS in their Way, and in their 
Meaſure, are great Furtherances and Encou- 
ragements co Ils in Running the ſame Race, 


Lain 
{tri 
TY, ; 
eſt: 
mit. 
lerve 


Walk 


gone 


—eferie QUEEN. 


— 


which They have ſo ſucceſsfully and gloriouſly 
Run before Us. But what are all heb leſs Ex- 
amples, and of ſome particular Virtues only, 

to That of Our great Maſter, in whom all the 


I Gveral Excellencies , which ſingly adorn'd o- 


thers, are united, without the leaſt Stain of Sin, 
or Mixture of Vice, or Shadow of Imper- 
ſection? Chriſt is the Only Perſon that ever 
perform'd the Whole Law, and therefore is the 
Only perfect Pattern, in which there is nothing 
Deficient, He is the only Perſon thatnever com- 
mitted the leaſt Sin, and therefore the only Safe 
pattern in which there is nothing Dangerous to 
mitare. The Lives and Actions of all other 
Men are Subject to Error, and the moſt perfect 
among the Saints have had their Falls. David | 
we are told was a Man after Gods own Heart, yet adds xi. 
ould we follow David in all he did he would © 
ead us into the two dreadful Sins of Adultery 

md Murder. And as great an Apoſtle as Peter 
was, ſhould we in every thing make Him Our 
Example , We ſhould not only Follow Chriſt 
but deny Him too. SO that if We ſhould be 
geſitous of imitating even the beſt of all the 
Qints, we cannot ſafely do ſo without that Re- 
triction of St. Paul, Be ye followers of me, as I alſo 1 Cor. 
im of Chriſt. So far, and no farther, the Ho- 
beſt of Men are to be imitated, as They have 

mitated the Holy Jeſus. Let this therefore 

frve for One Argument for Our Walling as He 
all d, becauſe We ſhall be Ever then, and on- 
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Jo, xiv. 6, 


ly Pen ſure of being in die Right, while VM the 


follow Him who is The Way, and The Truth, wh 
Secondly, The Honour — being like Chiti bol 


otight to be no weak Incitement to Our Imica. ber 


tion of Him. For what can be ſo high an E fra 


A 


. Ephicſ. iv. 


24. 


Rom * 111. 


23s 


_ Tiii. 


altation of our Nature, as 2 Similitude of th vi! 
Divine Perfections? And Our Saviour in High er. 
Moſt Holy Life, has ſhewn Us the Only Sure te 
way of attaining ſo Glorious a Reſemblance ep 
the Only Safe way vof gratifying ſo High ROOTS: dy 
bition. For it is dangerous to affect in ali thingy *£2c 
2 Likeneſs with God. The aſpiring to be lik nu 
to God in Power was the Loſs of Heaven of“ 
Lucifer, and the Ambition of being like to God der, 
in Knowlege, was the Loſs of Paradiſe to Man U 
But our Deſires to be like to God in HolincisM '" p 
can never be Exceſſive or Criminal. This Like chin 
nels is that Original Image of God , in whic mac 
we were firſt Created, which has long ago been ls n 
quite worn out, or foully defac'd by Sin; bur Our 
to which, b being made like to Chriſt, we are trat 
again reftof d, and are Created anew in the Image if Our 
God, m Righteouſneſs and True Holmeſs. Dut 
Thirdly, And for this very end did God from that 

all Eternity ordain, that Chriſt ſhould be mad U 
like unto Us, thar He might Teach Us to b £ 
like ro Him ; and Us allo, as many as arc His O F 
He did pr edeſtinate to be Conform? d to the Image Lor 
His Son. Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt for This Pu- for 
poſe put on Our Fleſh, that We might, as 8. Gre⸗ 
Paul adviſes, Put on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Thi and 
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ve therefore ought to be a farther Argument to us, 
hy we ſhould moſt ſtudiouſſy endeavour to 
writ follow His Bleſſed Example, that we may nor 
ice WM bem to deſpiſe the gracious Deſign, and fur- 
1M trace, as much as in us lies, the great End for 
the vhich He dwelt among us, and Familiarly con- 
Li vers'd with Us. He, who upon the account of 


the infinite Dignity of His Perſon, could have 
expiated for the Sins of the whole World, only 


teach Us to reform them, and purpoſely con- 
inu'd fo long with Us, that practiſing all kinds 
of Virtues, he might in every Cale be our Lea- 


by Dying for them, choſe alſo, by Living, to 


to 
Jod der, and Example. That He might convince 
an Us alſo how Equitably God had dealt with Us, 
neß in preſcribing ſucha Law, as commanded no- 
be thing but whar God Himſelf, when He was 
ich made Man, thought it became Him to Do. 
cen not the perfect Obedience which Chriſt, in 
bu Our Nature, paid to this Law, a full Demon- 
rel tration how Reaſonable a Service God requires at 
Our Hands, while He Exacts from Us no other 
Duties, but what are ſo Excellent in Themſelves, 
om that the Son of God was Willing, and fo Poſſible to 
ade Us,chattheSon of Man was able to perform them? 


Fourthly, Which leads to a fourth Argument 


Lord, and thar is the Eaſineſs of the Example. 
For tho? our Saviours Life was in every thing 
Great, and Holy and Divine, yet was it Sweet 
and Affable, and Complying with Human 
onverfation : 
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..Converſation ; Familiar and Natural, Free from 
all Phariſaical Sourneſs and Pride, or Puritanical 
Niceneſs and Superſtition, not affecting the So- 
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litude of the Deſart, or the Severity of the Clyy. 


Mat. + vl 
19. 


ſter. Tho He had his Time of Retirement in 


the Wilderneſs, yet He Liv'd not there, He Tung 
daily in the Temple , He convers d freely in the 
City, He was preſent at Public Entertainments 
He came Eating and Drinking, and that with all ſor; 
of Perſons, He deſpis'd no Mans Table, but of. 
ten ſat down even with Publicans and Sinners, 
His was a Life, not of Ecſtacies and Abſtraction; 
and Irrational Auſterities, like that of the Legen- 
dary Saints, but conſiſting as of Excellencies 
Worthy, ſo of Compliances Poſſible to be imi- 
tated. The Purity and Innocence, the Humility 
and Patience, the Meekneſs and Gentleneſs, the 
Sweetneſs and Candor that adorn'd His Conver- 
ſation, His Inceſſant and daily Labour in pro- 
moting the Glory of God and the Welfare of 
Men, which was the Even and Ordinary, and 
Steady and Conſtant Courſe of His Holy Lite 
is the proper Object of Our Imitation. Andthis 
the very Phraſe made uſe of in the Fext implies, 
To Walk as He Walk'd, ſignifying to follow Him 
in His Ordinary and moſt Uſual Works, in the 
Cuftomary and Habitual Employments of Hs 


Life, to Copy thoſe Actions that were the Kind 


and Familiar Inſtances of his Humanity and 
Goodneſs, not Thoſe that were the Glorious and 
Amazing Proofs of His Divinity and Power. To 
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al as He Walked, not when He walked upon the 

Fea, but when He went about Doing Good. For we can- 


50. nor bur obſerve, that there are many Actions of His, 
ich as they are above the Strength of Our Nature 
uo perform, ſo it would be a wild and Impious Pre- 
SW amption in Us to attempt. Such as were all His 


Miracles, wrought for the Confirmation of our Faich, 
not for Patterns of our Obedience. An 
t for Patt our Obed And 


Excellency, were for this reaſon tranſacted in Private: 
His Transfiguration was on a High Mountain apart, war, 
before Three only of His Diſciples, to whom We, 
He ſtrictly enjoin'd Secrecy, and charg'd them to tel 


"0 WY v of the Glorious Viſion. And when he Faſted * 
* forty Days, and baffled the Tempter, and was Miniſter'd 
1 o by Angels, he choſe to be alone in the unfrequent- 
2 ed Wilderneſs. Theſe His Greatneſſes He Studioutly 


conceal'd ; bur His Goodneſs He every where, and 
upon all Occaſions, as induſtriouſly diſplay'd. An 
Evident Token, that in all His Actions His main De- 
3 i2n was, not ſo much to be Admir'd as Loy d , not 
"WW ſo much to appear Glorious. and Wonderful, as Gra- 
cous and Imitable to Mankind. 
Eh, and laſtly, by the ſtrongeſt Ties of Gratitude we 
a are bound to imitate That Life of His, which did not 
5 only inſtruct Us in Holineſs, but merited Happincss 
for Us too. For as His Paſſive Obedience unto Death 


nd redeem'd Us from Death, ſo the Active Obedience of 


« His Life purchas'd for Us Immortality. It then we 
: conſider, that all the good Works which Our Saviour 


wroughr, were not only for our Example, to ſhaw Us, 
2 * ME +. 
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The two greateſt Inſtances of His more than Human 
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We be fir d with deſire of Imitation! Any great Pattern 
of Mercy, andKindneſs, and Generoſity, may Teach Us W (a 
but thoſe that are Exercis'd upon Our Selves Provo mac 
us too, and not only Enlighten our Underſtandings ta « 
Know and Approve, but Enflame our Wills to Love and di, 
Emulate. When We do but Read of the Virtues of Men lle. 
ſuch eſpecially as have been theHigh Examples of Mag H 
nanimity and Patience, and Mercy, and Largeneſs of Md. 
and Univerſal Charity, we cannot help entertaining nig 
ſecret Value and Inward Eſteem for their Character fee 
tho We Ourſelves ſhare nothing of their Goodneſs, of met 
were ever at all bleſt with their Bounty. But now aH 
theſe Excellencies , as they ſhine forth in their tulle Ho! 
Luſtre in our Bleſſed Redeemer, ſo they have the nea Life 
eſt Relation, and are of InfiniteConcern and Unexpreſi Te: 
ble Advantage to Us. Every Action of His Life ( 
His Life it ſelf) was undertaken for Us; Every Good ( 
Work of His (and Every Workof His was Good) u iake 
perform'd for Our ſake : In order to Fulfil all Right mu. 
ouſneſs, to make up our Deficiencies, to Perfect Tk 
Obedience which was indiſpenſibly due from Us tot whi 
Divine Lau, but which notOne, not all the Sons of 41: Me 
were able to pay. And can the Conſideration of I Poy 
chooſe but raiſe in Us a moſt Amiable and Venerab che 
dea of His Perſon 2 Can We chooſe but Love and N Sov 
vere a Goodneſs ſo Great, and of which We Our {c!vc 
ſo plentifully partake ? And, if We truly Love, wh Ho! 
can That produce in Us better, nay, what is a mo! ow! 
Genuine and Natural Effect of Love, than a Deſire of 11k} our 
neſs, a Study of Imitation, an Aſpiring to a Conformiſi the 
with that Excellence with which we are Enamourd to! 
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o comply with his Merciful Deſign, who became Mi- 


erns 

Us kable and Vile, being made like Us, that We might be 
obe nde Happy and Glorious by being made like Him 2 
sta Can We do otherwiſe than Hate and Avoid all Sin, 
ind ckich was the only thing in which he would have no 
ſen Ml likeneſs with Us, tho' all the reſt of our Infirmities 
[ao moſt willingly took upon Him to deliver Us from 
unde t: Was in all things elſe made like to Us, that He 
no night be capable of Suffering the moſt bitter Pains, to 
ter; fee Us from the Guilt, and Dominion, and Puniſh- 
s, oof ment of it? 
al Can We do otherwiſe than Love and Perſue all 


Holineſs for His ſake, who for Our ſake led ſo Holy a 
Life among Us, as was not only Inſtructive enough to 
Teach usto Live like Him here, but of Virtue enough 
to Merit for Us to Reign with him for Ever hereafter ? 
Can We think any thing too much to do for His 
wall ake, who in every one of His Offices has done ſo 
hte much for Us: Who as Prophet, by his Doctrine and 
ha Example taught us the way to Eyerlaſting Happineſs; 
tha who as Prieſt, by His Perfect Oblation of Himſelf, 
i Merired and Obtained it for Us; and as King by his 
[1] Power actually confers it on all thoſe (but only thoſe) 
ab who Obey the Laws and Imitate the Life of their 
Re Soveraign 2? - 5 
loc Let us then have continual Regard to His moſt 
bai Holy Life, and labour Faichfully to expreſs it in our 
1 own, while we have conſtantly His doings before 
our Eyes, and fincerely ſtrive to adjuſt Our own by 
them, tho We ſhall be ſure; with all our Endeavours 
to fall infinitely ſhort of our great Pattern, yer weſhall 
r ieren uh 
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ir. 4. Train above; 
goes. : 


Ib Whom, with the Father and. the Holy Spirit be render 


His to Overflow and ſupply all the Defects of our Obe. * 
dience, and may act with this comfortable aſſurance, 


that whatever is but Endeavour d Heartily to be done 


after His Example, ſhall partake of His Merits, and the 


Imperfe& Copy ſhall be valu'd and accepted for the 
Infinite Worth of the Original. EC... 


Let us therefore earneſtly ſtrive to reſemble Himin 


all his imitable Perfections; Let us ſet before Us all 

the Virtues which He vouchſafed to Exerciſe among 
Us, as Conſtant Directions and Exact Rules to Mode 
and Faſhion all our Actions by, and how ſenſible ſo- 
ever of our Human Frailty we may be, yet, if the 
phil l. Jame, Mind be in Us which was alſo in Chriſt Jeſu, 
5- | let us not doubt bur He, who ſees the Willing. 
neſs of our Spirit, will aſſiſt the Weakneſs of our Fleſh 
and Enable us by His Grace to accompliſh, what he 
has Taught us by His Example to Undertake. 


Heb. xii. Let us Look ever unto Jeſus not the Author only 


2. but the Fmiſher of Our Faith, Steering our Courle 
by the Light, and receiving Courage from the Influ- 
ence of His Example , till we arrive at the Heavn 
pf cri. Where we would be ; Till being firſt made like to 
0 Him in Holineſs, we be finally made like to 
Him in Glory, and frg 


x-txeading in his Steps belon 
revel, We be adyanc che Honour of filling up his 
dg; jalo- the - Lamb whither ſocyer he 
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jeſty and Dominion both nom and for eyermore. Amen. 


= a Vil 


